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Nature and 
climate change 
An exhibition for all ages and interests, 
based around specially commissioned 
illustrations, suitable for museums, zoos, 
aquaria, schools, colleges and other 
educational and community settings.



What?
This exhibition has been developed to help promote high-quality 
educational experiences linked to nature and climate change.
The exhibition is suitable for a wide range of formal, informal
and non-formal education settings for all ages. 

The exhibition consists of specially commissioned illustrations, 
created by design studio Hartland Design, showing how nature, 
primarily animals, is affected by climate change. The exhibition’s 
focus is on helping people understand (1) the impacts of climate 
change at population, species and community levels, (2) how 
climate change can be managed through supporting nature 
(nature-based solutions/ecosystem services), and (3) how nature 
will need to be conserved while addressing climate change at the 
same time. 

The exhibition draws on recent scientific research on the many 
ways in which climate change is already affecting biodiversity 
around the world. The exhibition also draws on applied social 
sciences research on promoting effective climate change 
communication and engagement. The exhibition includes 19 
illustrations, and will grow to include more, with 50-80 word 
captions, and an introductory panel. The exhibition can be 
hired in its entirety, or smaller numbers of illustrations can 
be hired at a reduced cost.

The exhibition is offered at a comparatively low cost to promote 
uptake and support climate empowerment everywhere.

Nature and climate change

An exhibition for all ages and interests, 
based around specially commissioned illustrations, 
suitable for museums, zoos, aquaria, schools, colleges 
and other educational and community settings.
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Why?
Climate change is a subject of great importance to society and 
the natural environment, with a high level of public concern. 
This means that there is likely to be a large public appetite for 
constructive activities related to climate change. However, the 
subject presents a particular challenge as the information can be 
very complex, climate change can appear to be very abstract, or 
it can be thought of as something ‘far away’, whether in terms of 
place or time. Climate change also risks being very overwhelming 
or depressing. Finding ways to overcome these negative aspects, 
or work around them, presents a plausible way to promote climate 
empowerment, where people are empowered to understand the 
importance of climate change, appreciate the importance of 
acting on climate change, and have the skills and opportunities 
to act on climate change in their own lives. 

The exhibition of illustrations is intended to provide a means of 
addressing these needs, drawing on best practice in terms of 
environmental communications and education for sustainable 
development, applied social sciences, and high-quality 
information and exhibits.

Who?
The exhibition has been developed by Henry McGhie, who runs 
the UK-based museum consultancy Curating Tomorrow. Henry has 
a background as an ecologist and ornithologist. He worked as a 
zoology curator, senior curator and senior manager in museums 
for nearly two decades, and has worked with natural history 
collections for over 35 years. His work is about accelerating 
partnerships, research, collections-based projects and public 
engagement in support of a better future, locally and globally. 

He has an international profile, reputation and network for work 
on museums, climate change and sustainability (notably with 
climate change and the Sustainable Development Goals), and has 
developed award-winning exhibitions on a range of environmental 
themes that have been showcased at the United Nations as 
examples of best practice. 

He is a member of the International Council of Museums 
Sustainability Working Group, of the International Union of Nature 
Conservation Commission on Education and Communication, and 
of the Education and Communication Stakeholders (a network 
of networks that supports UN Climate Change). He is the editor 
of two books (four volumes) on climate change communication, 
and has written widely on museums, climate change, nature 
conservation and environmental sustainability.

Nature and Climate Change
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Contents
See pages 7-10 for the illustrations 

The 19 illustrations are:

1. Monarch butterflies

2. Tuna

3. Graphic showing the average shift in distribution of marine animals and plants

4. Mountain butterflies and flowers

5. Chickadees 

6. Corals

7. Mountain Hares

8. Mosquito

9. Tawny Owls

10. Polar Bears

11. Alaskan Salmon

12. Garden Tiger moth

13. Graphic showing the average shift in distribution of terrestrial animals and plants

14. Giant Panda and Bamboo

15. Emperor Penguins

16. Curlews and moorlands

17. Whooper Swans and windfarms

18. Land-use and greenhouse gases

19. Mangroves

Nature and Climate Change

Approach and linkages
The exhibition uses an approach of Education for Sustainable 
Development, which “empowers learners to take informed 
decisions and responsible actions for environmental integrity, 
economic viability and a just society, for present and future 
generations, while respecting cultural diversity. It is about lifelong 
learning, and is an integral part of quality education. ESD is 
holistic and transformational education which addresses learning 
content and outcomes, pedagogy and the learning environment. 
It achieves its purpose by transforming society” (Roadmap for 
Implementing the Global Action Programme on Education for 
Sustainable Development’, UNESCO, 2014).

The exhibition is intended to contribute to action for the 
Sustainable Development Goals, the Convention on Biological 
Diversity and the Paris Climate Accord (Paris Agreement). More 
detailed information on how the exhibition supports these 
agendas is provided as part of the exhibition package.
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How can the exhibition be used as a basis 
of educational activities and public events?
The exhibition can be used to explore a wide range of subjects linked 
to educational outcomes, linked to the causes and impacts of climate 
change, scientific literacy, citizenship, public participation, and personal 
choices and actions. The exhibition can be used to complement existing 
exhibits, programmes and activities in museums, aquaria, zoos, schools, 
colleges and universities, libraries, or in other educational and/or 
community settings. More detailed information on how the exhibition 
supports these learning outcomes and suggestions for activities are 
provided as part of the exhibition package.

What you will receive
The exhibition is provided as print-ready files of illustrations, captions 
and an introductory panel, along with an electronic version of an 
information pack on policy linkages, suggested activities and learning 
outcomes. 

Practicalities
The electronic files provided are ready to be printed commercially. 
The borrower arranges production of the illustrations locally, thereby 
reducing on costs and carbon impacts usually associated with staging 
exhibitions (such as transport costs, emissions from travel). The 
borrower purchases the right to use the images for a period of time. 

The exhibition pack is available in two size options
to suit your venue.

Option 1 – Large
Pack consists of print-ready artwork for:

•	 1x A0 portrait, exhibition intro panel
•	 Your chosen number of A1 landscape, 
 illustration panels
•	 Corresponding number of A4 portrait, 
 interpretation panels

Option 2 – Small
Pack consists of print-ready artwork for:

•	 1x A1 landscape, exhibition intro panel
•	 Your chosen number of A3 landscape, 
 illustration panels
•	 Corresponding number of A5 portrait, 
 interpretation panels

Costs
The exhibition is offered at the following prices:

Nature and Climate Change

Duration of exhibition license 5 
ILLUSTRATIONS

6-14 
ILLUSTRATIONS

15+ 
ILLUSTRATIONS

Up to 24 weeks (6 months) £750.00 £1000.00 £1500.00

25 - 156 weeks (3 years) £1500.00 £1750.00 £3000.00

Contact
Henry McGhie, henrymcghie@curatingtomorrow.co.uk
+44 (0) 7402 659 372
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Climate change is causing 
changes in the distribution 
of plants and animals.

For example, in Japan, corals have 
spread north by up to 14 kilometres 
a year for the last 80 years, as water 
temperatures have increased due 
to climate change.

Climate change is causing
changes in the distribution 
of plants and animals.

For example, in Japan, corals have 
spread north by up to 14 kilometres 
a year for the last 80 years, as water 
temperatures have increased due 
to climate change.

mailto:henrymcghie%40curatingtomorrow.co.uk?subject=Nature%20and%20Climate%20Change%20-%20enquiry


Nature and Climate Change

EXHIBITION INTRO PANEL 
© Curating Tomorrow, not to be 
reproduced or distributed
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Exhibition intro panel A0 (Large pack)

Exhibition intro panel A1 (Small pack)

Animals, plants, habitats and wild places are all 
affected by climate change, in lots of different ways. 
Many of these changes will also affect people, 
as climate change affects our food and the places 
we live.

Nature is also one of our most powerful allies in the 
fight against climate change, absorbing and storing 
carbon, and helping to reduce the impacts of storms 
and flooding.

Nature and Climate Change Caption



Nature and Climate Change

ILLUSTRATIONS © Curating Tomorrow, 
not to be reproduced or distributed

Climate change is interfering with animals’ 
migration timing.

In North America, the iconic Monarch Butterfly 
migrates south from Canada later than it used to, 
because of higher temperatures due to climate 
change.

This doesn’t leave them enough time to migrate 
to Mexico, where they spend the winter. 

Monarchs have declined by 95% since the 1980s.
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1. Monarch butterflies Example caption

2. Tuna
3. Graphic showing the average shift in distribution
 of marine animals and plants

4. Mountain butterflies and flowers 5. Chickadees



Nature and Climate Change

ILLUSTRATIONS © Curating Tomorrow, 
not to be reproduced or distributed
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Climate change is causing changes in the distribution 
of plants and animals.

For example, in Japan, corals have spread north by up 
to 14 kilometres a year for the last 80 years, as water 
temperatures have increased due to climate change.

6. Corals Example caption

7. Mountain Hares 8. Mosquito

9. Tawny Owls 10. Polar Bears



Nature and Climate Change

ILLUSTRATIONS © Curating Tomorrow, 
not to be reproduced or distributed

Climate change is causing rapid evolution within 
species.

In Alaska, Pink Salmon migrate two weeks earlier than 
they did 40 years ago, linked to an increase in water 
temperature due to climate change.

Scientists have found that salmon with genes for 
earlier migration have increased, while those with 
genes for late migration have decreased.

11. Alaskan Salmon Example caption

12. Garden Tiger Moth
13. Graphic showing the average shift in distribution
 of terrestrial animals and plants

14. Giant Panda and Bamboo 15. Emperor Penguins
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Nature and Climate Change

ILLUSTRATIONS © Curating Tomorrow, 
not to be reproduced or distributed

Peat is formed from the remains of plants, preserved 
in waterlogged, acidic soil.

Peat stores vast quantities of carbon, that plants 
absorbed from the atmosphere over thousands of 
years. Peatlands also provide habitats for rare and 
specialized animals and plants, such as Curlews. 

Peatlands are a ‘nature-based solution’ to climate 
change: preserving peatlands, and ensuring they are 
functioning well, helps combat climate change.

16. Curlews and moorlands Example caption

17. Whooper Swans and windfarms 18. Land-use and greenhouse gases

19. Mangroves
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www.curatingtomorrow.co.uk

©	Curating	Tomorrow,	2020		•		Curating	Tomorrow	is	a	registered	trade	mark

Illustrations by Hartland Design

Curating Tomorrow is a consultancy for museums and the 
heritage sector, helping them draw on their unique resources 
to enhance their contributions to society and the natural 
environment, the Sustainable Development Goals, climate 
action and nature conservation. Curating Tomorrow also 
applies the museum-based skill of curating to thinking 
about and addressing real-world challenges, not necessarily 
involving museums or museum collections. 

Curating Tomorrow draws on high-quality information and 
research; combines creativity and imagination with focus, 
selection and attention to the real world; and has a strong 
focus on supporting positive change. Depending on the 
context, this could involve curating collections, research, 
ideas, partnerships, exhibitions, events, consultations, 
policies and/or strategies together to address key challenges 
and questions. It will always involve enhancing your social and 
environmental impact through focused action directed to 
positive goals.

www.curatingtomorrow.co.uk

